Received by email

----- Original Message -----

Subject: Strawman Proposal on Electronic Transmission of Sea Cargo Information

Dear all,

The report from the Hong Kong Economic & Trade Office, Washington on the captioned subject is forwarded for your association's information :-

"Our ref: D3/4/2

US Customs Strawman Proposal on
Mandatory Electronic Transmission of Sea Cargo Information

Further to the Strawman proposal on air cargo information, which we reported on Jan 16 (titled "Air Cargo Security), the US customs has posted to its website three more sets of proposals for the other three modes of cargo transportation, namely truck, rail and sea, to fulfil the Administration's obligation to make regulation for mandatory electronic transmission of cargo information as required by Sec. 343 of the Trade Act of 2002.

2. Of these three new proposals, we would focus on the strawman proposal on inbound sea cargo for its relevance to Hong Kong, but the US Customs' proposals for both inbound and outbound sea cargo are attached for your record. (See attached file: vessel_inbound.doc)(See attached file: vessel_outbound.doc)

Inbound Sea Cargo Information


3. You would notice that the strawman proposal for inbound sea cargo basically expands on the 24 hour manifest rule by making the electronic transmission of data mandatory, as well as proposing some programming changes to the existing automated manifest system. 

4. It proposes that upon the promulgation of the final rule to be made, all ocean carriers and NVOCCs, or other knowledgeable parties, must develop strategies to become automated at all their direct ports of arrival in the U.S.  For those entities that are not currently automated, a three-month phase-in period will be allowed for them to begin the automation process.  At the end of the phase-in period, entities not currently participants of the paperless manifest program will begin their six-month test period, as outlined in the paperless manifest test notice. 

5. Those carriers who are already automated will have 30 days from the date of the final rule to automate at all US direct ports of arrival.  After that, those who are not participants of the paperless manifest program will begin their six-month test period. 

Consultation

6. As mentioned in the previous report, US customs will hold public meetings on their proposal as part of their consultation exercise, for the development of the regulations.  The public meeting on sea cargo is scheduled for 23 Jan.   Despite the prior release of the proposal, the expiry date of the public comment period will still be counted as 10 days from the meeting date, i.e. Feb 2 in this case. 

7. Parties interested in submitting comments to the US customs should send an email to traderelations@customs.treas.gov, with the subject line of the email stating the specific mode of transportation, namely air, truck, rail, or sea and whether the comments are on proposal for "inbound" or "outbound" cargo.

Ends"

Best regards,

Raymond W B Tsui

Cargo Research Division

Customs & Excise Department

